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The Scripture readings set for today are Acts 2:1-21; Psalm 104:26-36;  
1 Corinthians 12:1-13 & John 20:19-23 

 
GATHERING IN GOD’S NAME 

 
Welcome to St John’s on the great feast of Pentecost which celebrates the birth of the 
Christian Church when the Holy Spirit came down on the apostles in a dramatic and tangible 
way.  
 
Even though we are scattered across Canberra it is good to be able to come together as a St 
John’s family in this way. We come to worship, to hear God’s word and to pray as sisters and 
brothers in Christ.  
 
When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house 
where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among 
them and said, "Peace be with you." After he said this, he showed them his hands and his 
side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. Jesus said to them again, "Peace 
be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you." When he had said this, he breathed 
on them and said to them, "Receive the Holy Spirit."                                       John 20 (19-23) 
 
 
Call to worship and greeting 
Call upon God’s holy name. 

For in calling, we are saved. 
Listen for the wind of the Spirit. 

For in listening we will hear the Spirit 
who brings new life. 

Hope in the promises of Christ, 
We wait, we hope, we worship –  
for just as Christ came in days long gone, 
so Christ comes to us even now 
in the power of the Spirit. 

 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 
  



Veni, Creator Spiritus- sung by Darren Jensen 
Come Holy Spirit, our souls inspire 
And lighten with your heavenly fire: 
You the anouinting Spirit are, 
On us your seven fold gifts you pour. 

Your blessed unction from above 
Is confort, life, and fire of love; 
Enable with perpetual light 
The dullness of our blinded sight; 

 
Confession and Absolution 
The Spirit of truth comes to bring light in the darkest of places, to show God’s way where 
only confusion is known, to bring the world united into God’s love. 
So let us be truthful about where we have hidden in shadows. 
 
Gracious God,  

we are people of good intentions.  
We have good intentions to love one another; 
good intentions to be an authentic community together,  
to honour our words and promises,  
and to always honour you. 
We confess that we have not always lived up to our good intentions. 
We are broken peoples, and we have broken promises.  
Forgive us, dear God, for the ways in which we have failed one another,  
and the ways in which we have failed you. Amen. 

 
God who has called us is faithful, 
and will not remember our sins. 
Your sins are forgiven, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Live by the Spirit’s transforming power, 
and forgive as you have been forgiven. 

Amen. 
 
Prayer of the Day 
Come, Holy Spirit, come. 
Blow through our lives with the breath of life. 
Blow through our church with the power of prophecy. 
Blow through our world with the promise of peace and justice. 
Work in us even now, that we may be your people on earth, 
your Church, your work of the Spirit. 
Gather all peoples together, 
that all may know of your powerful 
and life-giving love. Amen. 
 



THE MINISTRY OF THE WORD 
 
A reading from Acts chapter 2, beginning at verse 1 (1-21) 
When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. And suddenly 
from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire 
house where they were sitting. Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a 
tongue rested on each of them. All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to 
speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability. 
Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in Jerusalem. And at 
this sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because each one heard them speaking 
in the native language of each. Amazed and astonished, they asked, ‘Are not all these who 
are speaking Galileans? And how is it that we hear, each of us, in our own native language? 
Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus 
and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and 
visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, Cretans and Arabs—in our own languages we 
hear them speaking about God’s deeds of power.’ All were amazed and perplexed, saying to 
one another, ‘What does this mean?’ But others sneered and said, ‘They are filled with new 
wine.’ 
But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them: ‘Men of Judea and 
all who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what I say. Indeed, these are 
not drunk, as you suppose, for it is only nine o’clock in the morning. No, this is what was 
spoken through the prophet Joel:  
“In the last days it will be, God declares, 
that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, 
your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, 
and your young men shall see visions, 
your old men shall dream dreams.  
Even upon my slaves, both men and women, 
those days I will pour out my Spirit; 
and they shall prophesy.  
And I will show portents in the heaven above 
and signs on the earth below, 
blood and fire, and smoky mist.  
The sun shall be turned to darkness 
the moon to blood, 
before the coming of the Lord’s great and glorious day.  
Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.” ‘ 
 
For the word of the Lord 

Thanks be to God 
 



Homily: Canon Margaret Emil 
 
Let us affirm our faith and trust in God: 

We trust in God, 
who is good, who gathers us and redeems us, 
who shows us mercy and forms us into God’s own people. 
We are called to show mercy and live out God’s goodness. 
We trust in Jesus,  
who shows us what God is like, who goes ahead of us 
and prepares a place for us. 
We are called to continue Jesus’ work and walk in his way. 
We trust in the Holy Spirit, 
who fills people’s lives and gives them  
courage and the spirit of forgiveness. 
We are called to trust the Spirit with our spirits 
and be led in the way of truth and love. 

 

This is the way of the church: 
This is our way. 

 

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
 

Come Holy Spirit, blow through your creation and renew the face of the earth.  
 
On the day of Pentecost you sent your Spirit on the peoples of many nations… we pray that 
you would direct the rulers of the world in the way of peace and give energy to those who 
are tiring in the battle against injustice, poverty and oppression.  
Lord, in your mercy: hear our prayer. 
 
We give you thanks that your Spirit has brooded over this ancient land from the beginning 
of time…. we pray for the parliaments of our Nation and ask that you would grant to our 
politicians wisdom, skill and imagination as they seek ways to restart our economy after 
Covid-19 lockdown. 
Lord, in your mercy: hear our prayer. 
 
Pour upon your Church your Spirit and set it on fire with love for you… we pray for 
Christians, near and far, that the fruits of love, joy, peace, forbearance, kindness, goodness, 
faithfulness, gentleness and self-control would be evident in their lives. 
We pray for all leaders of churches, for our clergy, our Parish Council and all who exercise 
leadership here at St John’s… give us grace to reflect your love in our care for those with 
whom we share our lives.  
Lord, in your mercy: hear our prayer. 



 
We give thanks for healthcare workers, hospital staff, community workers and aged care 
workers as they look after the isolated, fearful, sick and dying... bless their selflessness and 
dedication and keep them and their families safe.  
Lord, in your mercy: hear our prayer. 
 
We remember before you all who are in sorrow, sickness, discouragement or any other 
trouble, especially any known to us……… May they know your hope and comfort, your 
power and assurance. 
Lord, in your mercy: hear our prayer. 
 
Come Holy Spirit and dwell in us, that we, will all your saints, may live forever in your 
presence.  
 
As Jesus taught us, we are confident to pray: 

Our Father in heaven, 
   hallowed be your name, 
   your kingdom come, 
   your will be done 
      on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
   as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial 
   and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory, are yours 
now and for ever. Amen. 

 

Veni, Creator Spiritus 
Anoint and cheer our mortal face 
With the adundance of your grace; 
Keep far our foes; give peace at home; 
Where you are guide no ill can come. 

Teach us to know the Father, Son 
And you with both to be but one, 
That through the ages all along 
This may be our endless song: 
Praise to your eternal merit, 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

 
 

  



THE SENDING OUT OF GOD’S PEOPLE 
 
Blessing 
God stir up within you the gift of the Spirit 
that you may confess Jesus Christ as Lord 
and proclaim the joy of the everlasting gospel 
wherever you may be; 
and the blessing of God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, 
be with you, now and always. Amen. 
 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  
In the name of Christ.  
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