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THE SECOND SUNDAY AFTER  
EPIPHANY 

 

Our vision is to be a vibrant Christ-centred community that engages  

and transforms the heart and soul of Canberra. 

St John's Care has sent multiple car loads of non-perishable food to the Emergency 
Relief Centre at Dickson College to support people travelling through Canberra from 
the South Coast or other bushfire affected areas. They have also been helping 
Anglicare with food for people down at the Coast. “St John’s Care reflects 
Christianity, arguably at its best, by doing.” – Graham Downie, former Canberra 
Times journalist, author and 1990 Canberra Citizen of the Year. 



WELCOME TO ST JOHN’S 

Holy Communion 
All baptised members of Christian denominations are 
welcome to receive communion at St John’s. 
If you would prefer to intinct the wine, please hold 
your wafer so it is visible to the chalice bearer, so they 
can offer you the intincting chalice. Gluten free wafers 
are available. 
If you are unable to come to the altar rail, please let a 
sidesperson know so it can be brought to your pew. 
If you would prefer not to receive communion, you are 
most welcome to come forward for a blessing. 
 

Visitor? New Parishioner? 
Are you a newcomer or a visitor? Please make  
yourself known to a member of the clergy or a  
sidesperson. If anyone has any pastoral need or 
concern, or would like to discuss any issues from 
today's services or any other matter, a member of the 
clergy would be pleased to meet with you. Please 
contact the Parish Office to arrange an appointment. 
 

Hearing Loop 
An induction loop has been fitted into the left hand 
side of the Church as you enter. Please use the 
appropriate setting on your hearing aid. 
 

First Aid 
First Aid kits are located in the church sanctuary,  
vestry and kitchen. There is a defibrillator in the hall 
foyer. Alert a sidesperson if First Aid is needed. 
 

St John’s Care Basket 
Each Sunday there is a food basket at the front of the 
Church. This provides an easy way to make  
donations of food to St John’s Care. 
 

How to Give 
A regular donation or one-off transfer from your 
bank account via the Internet or use your debit or 
credit card via our Tap donation point: 
 

   BSB  702 389 
   ACCOUNT 0520 9450 
   NAME   St John the Baptist Reid 
 

Safe Communities of Faith 
St John's places a high priority on ensuring our faith 
community is safe for all who worship and visit 
here.  We follow diocesan guidelines and encourage 
everyone to help promote a safe environment. To   
report any form of child abuse ring 1800 070 511. 
 

Schoolhouse Museum, built in 1845  
Canberra's first school and schoolmaster’s residence 
is open Wednesdays 10 am -12 noon, Saturdays and 
Sundays 2-4 pm.  School and other groups welcome 
Monday to Friday by arrangement.   
Contact: Diana Body 0427 430 158. 
 

Interested in bell ringing? 
Bell ringing is a team activity that stimulates the brain 
and helps keep you fit—and also makes a glorious 
sound! Join our bell ringers on Mondays at 5.30 pm. 
Contact: Charles Body 6241 4948. 
 

Christian Meditation  
“Be still, and know that I am God” (Psalm 46). 
Christian Meditation at St John's, Wednesdays       
5-6 pm in the Church. Contact: Joan Armitage       
0421 969 875 or Winifred Lamb 0420 380 885.  
 

‘mainly music’ 
Do you have a child under school age who loves to 
sing and dance? St John’s playgroup meets on 
Tuesday mornings during school terms.  
Contact: yp.minister@stjohnscanberra.org 
 

Mums’ Bible Reading Group 
Meets on Thursday mornings from 10-11 am during 
the school term. Infants and toddlers welcome. For 
more info contact Elysha Cole on  
JonathanandElysha@gmail.com. 
 

Working Bees  
are held in the Church grounds on the first Saturday 
morning of each month from 9.30 am. All helpers 
welcome.  
 

Sunday's Newsletter  
can be downloaded from the parish website, 
www.stjohnscanberra.org, on the preceding Thursday 
afternoon. The deadline for newsletter contributions is 
noon Wednesday. 
 

Toilets & Baby Change Facilities 
including a toilet for those with a disability, are 
available in the Hall foyer. 
 

St Mark’s National Theological Centre Library 
We have a parish membership of the library and 
encourage you to avail yourself of this wonderful 
resource at 15 Blackall Street, Barton.  



THE SECOND SUNDAY AFTER 
EPIPHANY 

Scripture Readings 
Isaiah 49.1-7; Psalm 40.1-14; 

1 Corinthians 1.1-9; John 1. 29-42. 

Celebrants / Officiants 

7 am     Eucharist (BCP)   Rev’d Vicky Cullen 
8 am       Sung Eucharist   Rev’d Vicky Cullen 
9.30 am    Sunday@9.30   Rev’d Jonathan Cole 
11.15 am   Sung Eucharist (BCP)  Canon Paul Black 
6 pm    stjohns@6     Rev’d Jonathan Cole 

       Morning Tea 
 

Please stay and join us for morning tea following the 8 am and 9.30 am services.  
 
Tea, coffee and light refreshments are served either on the hospitality deck, in the Robertson Room 
or in the Hall, depending on the weather. 
 
If you arrive early for either the 9.30 am or 11.15 am services, please take the opportunity to meet 
others from different services!  

 

kids@church & Youth Group  

Children’s Church and Youth Group are in recess.  
They will resume at 9.30 am on  

Start-Up Sunday on 9 February 2020.  
 

Until then, activity sheets and pencil cases are available for young 
children during the 9.30 am services 

Preachers 
                           7 am:    Rev’d Vicky Cullen  
    8 am, 9.30 am, 11.15 am, 6 pm: Canon Paul Black 

 



FROM THE RECTOR 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Jesus waited 30 years to begin his 
public ministry 

 
Last Sunday, we celebrated the baptism of 
Jesus (Matthew 3.13-17) where he was 
revealed as the Father’s beloved Son and 
given power for the mission he was about to 
begin.  
 
This week, our story (John 1.29-42) takes us 
to the day after Jesus was baptised when 
John the Baptist noticed Jesus walking down 
the street. He pointed Jesus out to his 
disciples as, “The Lamb of God who takes 
away the sin of the world!” From that point on 
some of John’s disciples no longer followed 
him and went after Jesus.  
 
During the three years between Jesus’ 
baptism, death and resurrection, Jesus 
travelled with his disciples throughout Israel 
teaching and ministering to people. It took 30 
years for Jesus to begin his public ministry.  
 
Why did he wait so long to begin his public 
ministry? Flor McCarthy in his book “New 
Sunday & Holy Day Liturgies” has this to say: 
 
“There is a tendency to regard those 30 years 
as a waste of valuable time. Nothing could be 
further from the truth. Those years were of 
crucial importance to him….  
 
He was growing, maturing and ripening in the 
shadows. There were no pressures, no  

 
 
burden of expectations. The main influences 
in this life would have been home, school and 
synagogue.  
 
But all the currents of his life were taking him 
away from Nazareth. 
 
Why did he wait so long to begin his public 
ministry? The simple answer is: he wasn’t 
ready. Jesus was a spiritual teacher. 
Spirituality has to be lived before it can be 
taught effectively…. 
 
The day he was baptised, he didn’t suddenly 
become a different person. ‘No single event 
can awaken in us a stranger completely 
unknown to us’ (Antoine de Saint Exupery). 
On that day he began to reap the harvest 
from what had been growing within him. 
 
There is an important lesson for us in all of 
this. We must not write off any part of our lives 
as useless, or any experience as a waste. 
Everything gives us an opportunity to grow as 
human beings and children of God.” 
 
Saint Peter was a fascinating mixture of 
strength and weakness. He was clearly a born 
leader, but he denied being a follower of 
Jesus three times when Jesus was arrested. 
And then he ran away. 
 
Failure was not the end for Peter. Failure is 
not the end for us. We must not write off any 
part of our lives as useless, or any experience 
as a waste. The Gospel tells us that Jesus 
can take our experiences, our failures and our 
disappointments and use them and us for the 
building up of God’s kingdom.  
 



FRIENDS’ CHORAL MATTINS SERVICE 
The next Friends’ Choral Mattins service will be 
at 11.15 am on Sunday 9 February. The 
speaker will be the well known Canberra 
journalist and commentator Jack Waterford AM. 
The service will be followed by refreshments and 
then the Friends’  Annual General Meeting.  
 
MAINLY MUSIC 
Young children and their parents or caregivers 
join together for a fun, thirty-minute music 
session, then afterwards enjoy snacks and 
refreshments in a relaxed setting. Starts again 
on Tuesday 11 February from 10 am – 
11.15 am. To put your name on the list or for 
more information email Michael at 
yp.minister@stjohnscanberra.org.  
 
175th CELEBRATIONS 
St John’s Church was consecrated by Bishop 
Broughton, the first Bishop of Australia, on  
12 March 1845. On Sunday 15 March there will 
be only one morning “Church Family” service at 
10 am to celebrate our 175th anniversary. The 
Governor-General and Mrs Hurley have 
accepted our invitation to attend, along with 
Bishop Mark Short.  Refreshments will follow.  
 
As part of our 175th anniversary celebrations we 
will also enjoy High Afternoon Tea at the Officers’ 
Mess at Duntroon, on Saturday 21 March. This 
will be followed by a tour of Duntroon House. 
This event will acknowledge the long connection 
between the Campbell family, the Royal Military 
College and St John’s.  
 
On Saturday 18 April, there will be a  Friends of 
St John’s BACK TO ST JOHN’S OPEN DAY for  
the Canberra and Region Heritage Festival. 
 
FAREWELL GIFT 
If you would like to contribute towards a farewell 
gift for Rev’d Jonathan and his family please put 
it in an envelope marked ‘Jonathan Gift’ and 
place it in the offering plate. 

2020 HAPPENINGS 
Rev’d Jonathan has accepted a teaching position 
at Googong Anglican School. We will farewell 
him on Sunday 26 January. The family will 
remain in the parish house at 1 Amaroo Street 
until the end of 2020. This will allow them some 
space to work out where they want to live next 
year and for their children to remain in their 
current school. He has been offered a generous 
rental figure to give the family a ‘hand up’ during 
this time of transition. 
 
Until September, when Canon Paul takes Long 
Service Leave, Canons Margaret and Kevin will 
job-share the full-time position created by Rev’d 
Jonathan’s departure. Kevin will continue to have 
a pastoral care focus to older persons. From 
February, Michael Shaw will have a leadership 
and coordinating role at stjohns@6. 
 
FINAL FOND FAREWELL 
Everyone from around the Diocese is welcome to 
an informal afternoon tea to farewell Bishop 
Trevor from 2 pm to 4 pm on Saturday 
1 February in the hall here at St John’s.  Please 
bring a small plate of afternoon tea. Email Dr 
Ruth Edwards redw7191@uni.sydney.edu.au to 
RSVP or if you want to speak about his 
ministry.  Or just turn up. Please pass the word 
around. 
 
SERVICE SHEETS 
The holidays are over. Service sheets for 8 am, 
9.30 am and 6 pm will return next Sunday.   
 
While Kimberley has been on holiday Philip 
Allnutt has volunteered to act in her position. 
 
START-UP SUNDAY 
Start-Up Sunday for kids @church and Youth 
Group Sunday 9 February at 9.30 am. Bring 
your swimmers, towel and sunscreen for Slip 'n' 
Slide, water games and ice cream.  
 
 

PARISH NOTICES 

mailto:redw7191@uni.sydney.edu.au


CHRISTMAS GENEROSITY  
Worshippers at our Christmas Services gave 
$320 via ABM to support St John’s Anglican 
Seminary in Zambia. At our Christmas Eve 
Community Carol Singing and Pageant in the 
church grounds $191 was collected for St John’s 
Care. The hat was passed around at the Annual 
Christmas Carol Community Gathering at The 
Mullion which was led by Canon Paul with Sheila 
Thompson playing keyboard. When it was 
returned $421 was collected for St John’s Care. 
The Mullion is a sheep and cattle grazing district 
midway between Yass and Canberra.  
 

SURPLUS FRUIT? 
If you have Apricots or Plums surplus to your 
needs I would be very glad to have your left-overs 
to turn into jam or chutney for the Fair.  You could 
bring them to Church – I go to  the 9.30 am 
service; otherwise give me a ring to arrange pick 
up.  Thank you. Joan Nichols 0412 967 842. 
 

SANCTUARY LAMP 
Did you know that the Sanctuary Lamp in the 
Chancel was given by the 42 young adults who 
were confirmed by Bishop Lewis Radford in May 
1931? Edward Gough Whitlam, later Prime 
Minister, was one of those confirmed. It is an oil 
lamp and is filled weekly by our Sacristan. 
 

MORNING TEA VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
The 9.30 service needs more volunteers to help 
with after service hospitality. Would you be able to 
help out one Sunday a month as part of this vital 
ministry? Contact Canon Margaret. 
 

GIVING THANKS WITH FLOWERS 
A beautiful way to honour and remember a loved 
one, to glorify God or to celebrate a special event 
such as an anniversary or birthday, is to make a 
financial contribution for the floral display at 
St John's. Your special event or the name of your 
loved one will be printed in the Sunday newsletter.  
Please contact the parish office for more 
information. 

PARISH NOTICES 

 
Wider Church Events 

 

ST MARK’S LIBRARY 
We have a parish membership of the library, 
with full membership and borrowing rights for 
parishioners, and encourage you to use this 
wonderful resource at 15 Blackall Street, 
Barton. The collection is extensive – including 
rare bibles such as the Tyndale New Testament 
1551 and the King James Bible first edition 
1611.  St Mark’s also provides a quiet study 
space, an open door to the many St Mark’s 
activities, access to recent texts and scholarly 
journals, qualified librarian help and daily 
worship services during semester. 
 

CMS CANBERRA MISSION FOCUS 
14-15 February, 2020 
CMS Canberra Mission Focus is an annual 
event run by the Church Missionary Society in 
Australia (CMS) and local supporters in 
Canberra, where Christians gather and focus on 
God’s glorious mission to the nations. It is a 
great chance for your whole family to be 
inspired, encouraged and challenged by God’s 
work around the world.  You are invited to CMS 
Canberra Mission Focus 2020 where we will 
explore the theme, ‘God Revealed: 
Understanding Elijah on Mount Carmel today’. 
Our speaker, John Woodhouse will help us see 
how God reveals himself to all people as we dig 
deep into the thrilling story of 1 Kings 18.  We 
will also have the privilege of hearing from 
missionaries serving around the world. 

Chenny Thie, serving in Japan; 
Howard & Michelle Newby, serving in the 

Philippines; 
Craig & Samantha McCorkindale, serving in 

Cambodia; 
 and new CMS missionaries. 

Canberra Mission Focus also has a 
fantastic Youth and Children’s program on the 
Saturday for Creche to Year 9. 
Registrations are now open: cms.org.au/cmf 



 
 
 
 
 
 
A volunteer gave Lucy a lovely dignity bag 
that had been donated the previous week, 
which she was delighted with. Thanks to 
this gift, the Christmas hamper and the 
presents for her children, she said that 
Christmas might not be so bad after all. 
 
I told Lucy that I would approach Salvos 
Housing, which is a registered community 
housing provider in the ACT, in the New 
Year and ask the housing manager if 
there were any units free. I did this and, 
amazingly, there was a unit available 
which was offered to Lucy. 
 
Lucy was delighted and couldn’t believe 
her luck, which all started that one day 
before Christmas when she was at her 
lowest. She couldn’t thank SJC enough 
for their support and said that she can 
now see herself moving forward to a 
better life. 
 
Steph Stephens 
Community Worker 
St John’s Care 
 
Items required: Honey, Vegemite, drink 
bottles and lunch boxes for school, 
poppers and large tuna tins. 
 
 
. 
 
 

 

A ray of light in a cloudy sky 
 
As the Community Worker at St John’s 
Care (SJC) I often advocate for people 
who, through no fault of their own, find 
themselves homeless.  
 
While I was helping with the Christmas 
Present and Hamper Room in December, 
a single mum Lucy (not her real name) 
approached me at the desk to register for 
her children’s presents. We got talking 
and she told me that she had to leave her 
home in Jervis Bay due to a violent 
partner. 
 
Lucy suddenly found herself without a 
home and job because she and her three 
children were so traumatised. The only 
thing that she could do was move to 
Canberra, where her mother lived, to get 
some support. Unfortunately, Lucy’s 
mother lived in a one-bedroom house and 
could not provide accommodation at 
present. 
 
Lucy told me that she and her children 
moved every week and had stayed in 
three different houses. By this point in our 
conversation she was sobbing as it was 
all too much for her. She said that she 
had no money as there had been a 
problem with her Centrelink application.  
While this had been sorted out, she was 
still waiting for money. 



WORSHIP THIS WEEK 
 

Tuesday   8.30 am Morning Prayer  

Wednesday  8.30 am Morning Prayer  

     10 am  Eucharist (BCP) 

     5 pm   Christian Meditation 

Thursday  8.30 am Morning Prayer 

Friday   8.30 am  Morning Prayer 
 
 
The Third Sunday after Epiphany 

26 January 2020 

(Australia Day) 

Isaiah 9.1-4; Psalm 27.1-10; 
1 Corinthians 1.10-18; Matthew 4.12-25 

 
7 am     Eucharist (BCP) 
8 am       Sung Eucharist 
9.30 am    Sunday@9.30  
11.15 am   Sung Mattins (BCP) 
6 pm    stjohns@6  

Clergy Day Off 

Canon Paul and Rev’d Jonathan have   
Mondays off. They are happy to be contacted 
via their mobile phones. However, please 
contact them on Mondays only if the matter is 
urgent. 

 
PARISH CONTACTS 

Rector  
Canon Paul Black      0416 159 814 

rector@stjohnscanberra.org 
 

Assistant Priest  
The Rev’d Jonathan Cole      0402 629 667 
         jonathan.cole@stjohnscanberra.org 
 
Office Administrator           6248 8399 
Kimberley van Leeuwen         admin@stjohnscanberra.org 
 

Aged Care Pastoral  Coordinator 

Canon Kevin Stone              0450 676 864 
kevin.stone@stjohnscanberra.org 

stonesaway@gmail.com 
 
Young People’s Ministry Facilitator 
Michael Shaw      0458 618 595 

yp.minister@stjohnscanberra.org 

         

Honorary Priests in the Parish  

The Rev’d Vicky Cullen                   6255 3191 
vicky.cullen@outlook.com 

 
Canon Margaret Emil                     0417 423 472 
           margaret.emil@stjohnscanberra.org 
 
Archdeacon David Hill                    d.m.hill@bigpond.net.au 
Canon Geoffrey Sibly          contact parish office 
 
Sacristan 
Margaret Rodgers                0414 736 491 

           

Director of Music  
Sheila Thompson                       6281 3433 (H) 
St John’s Choir          www.stjohnschoir.org  

 
Wardens 
John Lawson             6249 1008 (H) 
Vicky Moseley             6281 0347 (H) 
John Richards                0407 790 767 
 
Parish Council 
Presiding Member: John Richards           0407 790 767 
Treasurer: Sean Noble                             
Secretary: Canon Margaret Emil 
 

St John’s Care 
Executive Officer: Sarah Murdoch           6248 7771 (W) 

executive.officer@stjohnscare.org.au 
www.stjohnscare.org.au 

Schoolhouse Museum 
President: Diana Body              0427 430 158 

schoolhouse@stjohnscanberra.org 

Friends of St John’s 
Chair: Suzanne Howarth 
        friendsofstjohnscanberra@gmail.com  

 

St John’s Anglican 
Church Canberra 

02 6248 8399 
 

Office Hours:  Monday - Friday 
9 am to 3 pm 

 
45 Constitution Avenue, Reid 

GPO Box 219 Canberra ACT 2601 

WHAT’S HAPPENING AT ST JOHN'S? 

Keep up to date with the latest news and what 
is happening at St John’s. Go to our Blog, 
follow us on Facebook or download the Weekly 
Newsletter. Go to www.stjohnscanberra.org. 


