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THE TWENTY-THIRD SUNDAY  
AFTER PENTECOST 

 

Our vision is to be a vibrant Christ-centred community that engages  

and transforms the heart and soul of Canberra. 

On Thursday 28 November at 12.30 pm there will be a lunchtime organ concert at St John’s 
with organists Darryn Jensen, Nigel Poole and Sheila Thompson and flautist Rosemary 
Sheppard. They will present a recital of Advent and Christmas music. Our organ was built by 
Ronald Sharp who also built the organ at the Sydney Opera House. There will be a retiring 
collection with proceeds going to St John’s and the Royal School of Church Music. 



WELCOME TO ST JOHN’S 

Holy Communion 
All baptised members of Christian denominations are 
welcome to receive communion at St John’s. 
If you would prefer to intinct the wine, please hold 
your wafer so it is visible to the chalice bearer, so they 
can offer you the intincting chalice. Gluten free wafers 
are available. 
If you are unable to come to the altar rail, please let a 
sidesperson know so it can be brought to your pew. 
If you would prefer not to receive communion, you are 
most welcome to come forward for a blessing. 
 

Visitor? New Parishioner? 
Are you a newcomer or a visitor? Please make  
yourself known to a member of the clergy or a  
sidesperson. If anyone has any pastoral need or 
concern, or would like to discuss any issues from 
today's services or any other matter, a member of the 
clergy would be pleased to meet with you. Please 
contact the Parish Office to arrange an appointment. 
 

Hearing Loop 
An induction loop has been fitted into the left hand 
side of the Church as you enter. Please use the 
appropriate setting on your hearing aid. 
 

First Aid 
First Aid kits are located in the church sanctuary,  
vestry and kitchen. The Rev’ds Paul and Jonathan 
are trained in first aid. A defibrillator is located in the 
hall foyer. Alert a sidesperson if needed. 
 

St John’s Care Basket 
Each Sunday there is a food basket at the front of the 
Church. This provides an easy way to make  
donations of food to St John’s Care. 
 

How to Give 
A regular donation or one-off transfer from your 
bank account via the Internet or use your debit or 
credit card via our Tap donation point: 
 

   BSB  702 389 
   ACCOUNT 0520 9450 
   NAME   St John the Baptist Reid 
 

Safe Communities of Faith 
St John's places a high priority on ensuring our faith 
community is safe for all who worship and visit 
here.  We follow diocesan guidelines and encourage 
everyone to help promote a safe environment. To   
report any form of child abuse ring 1800 070 511. 

Schoolhouse Museum, built in 1845  
Canberra's first school and schoolmaster’s residence 
is open Wednesdays 10 am -12 noon, Saturdays and 
Sundays 2-4 pm.  School and other groups welcome 
by arrangement Monday to Friday.   
Contact: Diana Body 0427 430 158. 
 

Interested in bell ringing? 
Bell ringing is a team activity that stimulates the brain 
and helps keep you fit—and also makes a glorious 
sound! Join our bell ringers on Mondays at 5.30 pm. 
Contact: Charles Body 6241 4948. 
 

Christian Meditation  
“Be still, and know that I am God” (Psalm 46). 
Christian Meditation at St John's, Wednesdays       
5-6 pm in the Church. Contact: Joan Armitage       
0421 969 875 or Winifred Lamb 0420 380 885.  
 

‘mainly music’ 
Do you have a child under school age who loves to 
sing and dance? St John’s playgroup meets on 
Tuesday mornings during school terms.  
Contact: family.minister@stjohnscanberra.org.  
 

Mums’ Bible Reading Group 
Meets on Thursday mornings from 10-11am during 
the school term. Infants and toddlers welcome. For 
more info contact Elysha Cole on  
JonathanandElysha@gmail.com. 
 

Working Bees  
are held in the Church grounds on the first Saturday 
morning of each month from 9.30 am. All helpers 
welcome.  
 

Sunday's Newsletter  
can be downloaded from the parish website, 
www.stjohnscanberra.org, on the preceding Thursday 
afternoon. The deadline for newsletter contributions is 
noon Wednesday. 
 

Toilets & Baby Change Facilities 
including a toilet for those with a disability, are 
available in the Hall foyer. 
 

St Mark’s National Theological Centre Library 
We have a parish membership of the library and 
encourage you to avail yourself of this wonderful 
resource at 15 Blackall Street, Barton.  



THE TWENTY-THIRD SUNDAY  
AFTER PENTECOST 

Scripture Readings 
Isaiah 65.17-25; For the Psalm - Song of Isaiah (APBA p391);  

2 Thessalonians 3.6-13; Luke 21.5-19. 

Celebrants / Officiants 

7 am     Eucharist (BCP)   Rev’d Jonathan Cole 
8 am       Sung Eucharist   Rev’d Jonathan Cole 
9.30 am    Sunday@9.30    Canon Paul Black 
11.15 am   Choral Eucharist  (BCP)  Canon Paul Black 
2.30 pm    Baptism     Rev’d Jonathan Cole 
3.30 pm   Baptism     Rev’d Jonathan Cole 
6 pm    stjohns@6     Rev’d Jonathan Cole 

       Morning Tea 
 

Please stay and join us for morning tea following the 8 am and 9.30 am services.  
 
Tea, coffee and light refreshments are served either on the hospitality deck, in the Robertson Room 
or in the Hall, depending on the weather. 
 
If you arrive early for either the 9.30 am or 11.15 am services, please take the opportunity to meet 
others from different services!  

 

kids@church & Youth Group  

Under 3s: Welcome in Church or Wild Honey (with parents/carers) 
Children aged 3 to grade 1:   Wild Honey 

School grades 2 to 5:   Upper Room 

Youth Group: school grades 6 - 12:   Robertson Room  

Preachers 
7 am: Rev’d Jonathan Cole  

   8 am, 9.30 am,11.15 am & 6 pm: Canon Paul Black 

Baptisms 

Today we welcome into God’s family 

Charlie, Farrah and Finlay Williams; and Eva Gransden 



FROM OUR CMS LINK MISSIONARIES 

 

Sharing in God's mission 

What a privilege it is to share in God’s 
mission to the world. At St John’s we are 
committed to supporting mission beyond 
our local church community. Here is a 
recent letter from Nathan and Maki 
Clapham our CMS Link missionaries in 
Japan.  

 
Dear Friends, 
 
Thank you for your partnership in the 
gospel. It is cooling down here in Japan 
as we head towards December and Christmas. 
Nathan arrived back late September and as a 
family we have been readjusting to life in Japan, 
settling into a new church and location. 
 
Samuel (15) and Ian (13) have recently 
celebrated their birthdays. They are continuing to 
settle into the new school and make new friends. 
Their teachers have been helpful as they adjust 
to the new environment and expectations. We 
are thankful that they are getting to know our new 
church and form some relationships. Pray that 
they might continue to grow in their knowledge 
and love of their heavenly father and learn to put 
him first in their lives. 
 
We have been learning how the church functions 
and getting to know people. Each Wednesday 
morning and evening the church holds a prayer 
meeting. Maki began attending the meeting and 
found it a great place to meet and encourage 
people. Give thanks for this prayer meeting and 
the desire many members have to share the 
gospel with their family and friends. 
 
Upon arriving back there was an evangelism 
meeting. 100 students attended and Nathan gave 
one of the messages encouraging students to 
know and tell the gospel. Students were 

challenged to take the gospel to their friends and 
the world. Give thanks for the opportunity and 
pray that students will be able to boldly speak the 
good news. 
 
Thank you for your prayers that the gospel will be 
made known in Japan. We continue to work with 
our local church and the national evangelical 
student movement, KGK, to equip and 
encourage the next generation of Japanese to 
declare the gospel to this nation. 
 
Please also give thanks and pray: 
• Preparations for seminars on Biblical Theology 

for KGK new staff. 
• Next February is the National Evangelism 

student Training (NET) conference. Nathan will 
give a seminar on ‘rest’, please pray also for 
the preparation.  

• As Nathan returns to visiting campuses, for 
relations with students and good 
conversations about the Bible. 

• Pray for many student and church events over 
Christmas. 

• Pray that we will get to know people around us 
and have opportunities to share the gospel. 

 
 



PARISH NOTICES 

 
FRIENDS’ CHORAL MATTINS SERVICE 
The next Friends’ Choral Mattins service will 
be at 11.15 am on 9 February 2020. The 
speaker will be the well known Canberra 
journalist and commentator Jack Waterford 
AM. The service will be followed by 
refreshments and then the AGM.  
 
175th CELEBRATIONS 
St John’s Church was consecrated by Bishop 
Broughton, the first Bishop of Australia, on  
12 March 1845. On Sunday 15 March 2020 
there will be only one morning service at 
10.00 am to celebrate our 175th anniversary. 
The Governor-General and Mrs Hurley have 
accepted our invitation to attend along with 
Bishop Mark Short. A food event will follow.  
 
On Saturday 18 April, there will be a BACK 
TO ST JOHN’S OPEN DAY during the 
Canberra and Region Heritage Festival. 
 
MORNING TEA VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
The 9:30 service needs more volunteers to help 
with after service hospitality. Would you be able 
to help out one Sunday a month as part of this 
vital ministry? Contact Rev’d Jonathan. 

 
CHURCH OPEN DAILY 
With our new roof, St John’s Church is now 
open again for daily prayer, reflection or for 
people to explore the history and ambience of 
the building.  
Here is a comment from our Visitor’s Book: 

 “This church, discovered on my last day in 

Australia, renews my spirit. Surely, the 

presence of the Lord is in this place.” - Marty, 

USA. 

 
 

 

WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY: REVELATION 
The Wednesday Bible study continues this 
Wednesday 20 November studying the Book 
of Revelation Chapters 17 & 18 on the 
destruction and fall of Babylon, 11.30 am - 
1 pm in the Robertson Room.  
 
CUPPACUMALONG  
All good things come to an end. Monday 
25 November at 2 pm will be our last 
Cuppacumalong meeting for this year. The 
theme will be ‘Remembering past 
Christmases’.  So cast your minds back. 
There will be no meetings in December or 
January. Our next meeting will be Monday, 
24  February 2020. 
Any queries contact Coral Ogilvie on 
6255 4050 or leave a message. 
 
FAREWELL 
At the 9.30 am service on Sunday 
1 December, we will farewell Ruth and 
Bishop Trevor Edwards. We thank Ruth for 
her commitment to worship at St John’s and 
belonging to our community. Bishop Trevor 
worshipped with us when he was not visiting 
other parishes around the Diocese. They are 
retiring to the coast. 
 
FESTIVAL OF NINE LESSONS AND 
CAROLS 
The Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols is 
based on a service which has been held in 
Kings College Chapel, Cambridge, since 
1918. The service includes Advent hymns, 
carols and nine readings from the Bible. St 
John’s has an excellent choir and we will also 
sing some of our most loved Christmas 
carols. The service is a good way to prepare 
for the coming of Christ at Christmas. 6 – 7 
pm, Sunday 15 December.  



WIDER CHURCH EVENTS 
 
100 VOICES CHOIR CD 
Earlier in the year “100 Voices Choir” 
conducted by Maneerat Jeerapaet sang to a 
packed St John’s Hall. The proceeds of the 
afternoon were donated to the Bush Church 
Aid Society in their centenary year. A CD and 
DVD of the event are available with sales 
going to BCA. Cost is $15 for the CD, $20 for 
the DVD or a special $30 for both. So far, over 
$800 has been raised in sales. They would 
make a great Christmas present. Please order 
via Canon Kevin Stone 0450 676 864. 
kevin.stone@stjohnscanberra.org 

 

CAMP PELICAN  

Camp Pel Summer Camps are on again! The 
Middle School Camp for those currently in 
Year 4/5/6 in 2019 runs from 12-17 January 
2020. The Junior High Camp for those 
currently in Year 7/8/9 in 2019 also runs from 
12-17 January. The Senior High Camp for 
those currently in Year 10/11/12 in 2019 runs 
from 19-24 January. 
 
These camps are a fantastic way to build 
connections with other Christian Youth across 
the diocese. Go to www.synergy.org.au/
summercamp/ or talk to Michael Shaw for 
more information. Registrations close 
8 December (or earlier if booked up). 
 

CMS CANBERRA MISSION FOCUS 

14-15  February, 2020 
CMS Canberra Mission Focus is an annual 
event run by CMS and local supporters in 
Canberra, where Christians gather and focus 
on God’s glorious mission to the nations. It is a 
great chance for your whole family to be 
inspired, encouraged and challenged by God’s 
work around the world. 

PARISH NOTICES 

You are invited to CMS Canberra Mission 
Focus 2020 where we will explore the 
theme, ‘God Revealed: Understanding Elijah 
on Mount Carmel today’. Our speaker, John 
Woodhouse, will help us see how God 
reveals himself to all people as we dig deep 
into the thrilling story of 1 Kings 18. 
 
We will also have the privilege of hearing 
from missionaries serving in various parts of 
the world. 

• Chenny Thie, serving in Japan 
• Howard & Michelle Newby, serving in 

the Philippines 
• Craig & Samantha McCorkindale, 

serving in Cambodia 
• And new CMS missionaries. 

 
Canberra Mission Focus also has a 
fantastic Youth and Children’s program on 
the Saturday for Crèche to year 9. 

Registrations are now open: cms.org.au/cmf 
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Once Henry was allocated a house through 
Salvos Housing, Fred was there to help him 
move in. Fred spends a lot of his ‘spare time’ 
collecting redundant beds from hospitals and 
giving them to ex-patients who need them at 
home. 
 
Fred recently delivered three hospital beds and 
other items of furniture to SJC clients who were 
starting from scratch.  
 
Earlier this year, 80-year-old Alice was housed 
by ACT Housing. It was Fred who collected and 
delivered all the furniture donated to her by the 
community.  
 
SJC would like to say a massive thank you to 
Fred and his Rotary friends for helping our 
clients in times of need.  
 
SJC is looking for a volunteer Chef/Cook 
with a safe food handling certificate to lead a 
team of volunteers for our Christmas Day 
lunch.  
 
We serve up to 350 people from all walks of life, 
who would otherwise not have a Christmas 
meal. Most of the food is supplied ready cooked. 
Therefore, the chef’s role is mainly focussed on 
managing the many volunteers for food 
preparation and service.  
 
If you are able to help or you know someone 
who can fill this position, please get them to 
contact Jason our Programs and Fundraising 
Manager on 6248 7771 or 
programs@stjohnscare.org.au 
 
Items required: Packet pasta meals, shampoo 
and conditioner, 1 litre long life milk, powdered 
milk and honey. 

Kind regards, 

SJC Team 

 

 

Fundraising and working together 

Last Saturday St John’s Care (SJC) held an 
Australiana Trivia night to raise funds for our 
Christmas Hampers this year.  
 
We are hoping to make 500 hampers with the 
money raised. The night was a great success 
with lots of laughter whilst our thinking caps 
were on! 
 
We would like to thank everyone who attended. 
They contributed towards making Christmas a 
little bit special for lots of our clients. It means 
so much to us to have the support of the 
community for our fundraising events. 
 
Another person who is a huge support to SJC is 
Fred Fawkes. Fred is a Northside Rotarian and 
a retired police officer who spends his life 
helping others. Just recently, we managed to 
house a few homeless people into Salvos 
Housing. 
 
One man in particular had lost his house as he 
couldn’t afford to pay his mortgage and the 
bank took possession of it. The man, who we 
shall call Henry, found himself in the position of 
having lots of furniture but no house!  
 
Our Community Worker, Steph, contacted Fred 
and with the help of his Rotary friends, assisted 
Henry to empty his house. Belconnen Rotary 
paid for it to be stored at Storage King who very 
kindly gave a substantial discount. 
 
All the excess furniture that Henry couldn’t fit 
into a unit was taken away by Fred and given to 
others he had heard about on his travels who 
were also in need .  
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WORSHIP THIS WEEK 
 

Tuesday   8.30 am Morning Prayer  

Wednesday  8.30 am Morning Prayer  

     10 am  Eucharist (BCP) 

     5 pm   Christian Meditation 

Thursday  8.30 am Morning Prayer 

Friday   8.30 am  Morning Prayer 

 
Christ the King 

The Reign of Christ 
24 November 2019 

Jeremiah 23.1-6; For the Psalm - Song of 
Zechariah (APBA p10); Colossians 1.11-20;  

Luke 23.33-43. 
 

7 am     Eucharist (BCP) 
8 am       Sung Eucharist 
9.30 am    Sunday@9.30  
11.15 am   Sung Mattins (BCP) 
6 pm    stjohns@6   

Clergy Day Off 

Rev’d Paul and Rev’d Jonathan have Mondays 
off. They are happy to be contacted via their 
mobile phones. However, please contact them 
on Mondays  only if the matter is urgent. 

 
PARISH CONTACTS 

Rector  
Canon Paul Black      0416 159 814 

rector@stjohnscanberra.org 
 

Assistant Priest  
The Rev’d Jonathan Cole      0402 629 667 
         jonathan.cole@stjohnscanberra.org 
 
Office Administrator           6248 8399 
Kimberley van Leeuwen         admin@stjohnscanberra.org 
 

Aged Care Pastoral  Coordinator 

Canon Kevin Stone              0450 676 864 
kevin.stone@stjohnscanberra.org 

stonesaway@gmail.com 
 
Young People’s Ministry Facilitator 
Michael Shaw      0458 618 595 

yp.minister@stjohnscanberra.org 

         

Honorary Priests in the Parish  

The Rev’d Vicky Cullen                   6255 3191 
vicky.cullen@outlook.com 

 
Canon Margaret Emil                     0417 423 472 
           margaret.emil@stjohnscanberra.org 
 
Archdeacon David Hill                    d.m.hill@bigpond.net.au 
Canon Geoffrey Sibly          contact parish office 
 
Sacristan 
Margaret Rodgers                0414 736 491 

           

Director of Music  
Sheila Thompson OAM                    6281 3433 (H) 
St John’s Choir          www.stjohnschoir.org  

 
Wardens 
John Lawson             6249 1008 (H) 
Vicky Moseley             6281 0347 (H) 
John Richards                0407 790 767 
 
Parish Council 
Presiding Member: John Richards           0407 790 767 
Treasurer: Sean Noble                             
Secretary: Canon Margaret Emil 
 

St John’s Care 
Executive Officer: Sarah Murdoch           6248 7771 (W) 

executive.officer@stjohnscare.org.au 
www.stjohnscare.org.au 

Schoolhouse Museum 
President: Diana Body             0427 430 158 

schoolhouse@stjohnscanberra.org 

Friends of St John’s 
Chair: Suzanne Howarth 
        friendsofstjohnscanberra@gmail.com  

 

St John’s Anglican 
Church Canberra 

02 6248 8399 
 

Office Hours:  Mon - Fri   9 am to 3 pm 

 
45 Constitution Avenue, Reid 

GPO Box 219 Canberra ACT 2601 
www.stjohnscanberra.org 

WHAT’S HAPPENING AT ST JOHN'S? 

Keep up to date with the latest news and what 
is happening at St John’s. Go to our Blog, 
follow us on Facebook or download the Weekly 
Newsletter. Go to www.stjohnscanberra.org. 


