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TRANSFIGURATION SUNDAY  

Our vision is to be a vibrant Christ-centred community that engages  

and transforms the heart and soul of Canberra. 

A photograph of our new Welsh slate roof taken by a drone last week. 
 

The 40 days of Lent (which begin on 26 February) are a time of preparation for Easter. It recalls 
the forty days that Jesus spent in the wilderness. Many people set themselves a specific 
Lenten 'discipline' – e.g. they join a Lenten study group, read a book, study the Scriptures on a 
daily basis, set aside more time for prayer, or recommit themselves to weekly worship.  
 

Ash Wednesday Holy Communion and Imposition of Ashes  
8am, 10am and 6pm. 

 



WELCOME TO ST JOHN’S 

Holy Communion 
All baptised members of Christian denominations are 
welcome to receive communion at St John’s. 
If you would prefer to intinct the wine, please hold 
your wafer so it is visible to the chalice bearer, so they 
can offer you the intincting chalice. Gluten free wafers 
are available. 
If you are unable to come to the altar rail, please let a 
sidesperson know so it can be brought to your pew. 
If you would prefer not to receive communion, you are 
most welcome to come forward for a blessing. 
 

Visitor? New Parishioner? 
Are you a newcomer or a visitor? Please make  
yourself known to a member of the clergy or a  
sidesperson. If anyone has any pastoral need or 
concern, or would like to discuss any issues from 
today's services or any other matter, a member of the 
clergy would be pleased to meet with you. Please 
contact the Parish Office to arrange an appointment. 
 

Hearing Loop 
An induction loop has been fitted into the left hand 
side of the Church as you enter. Please use the 
appropriate setting on your hearing aid. 
 

First Aid 
First Aid kits are located in the church sanctuary,  
vestry and kitchen. There is a defibrillator in the hall 
foyer. Alert a sidesperson if First Aid is needed. 
 

St John’s Care Basket 
Each Sunday there is a food basket at the front of the 
Church. This provides an easy way to make  
donations of food to St John’s Care. 
 

How to Give 
A regular donation or one-off transfer from your 
bank account via the Internet or use your debit or 
credit card via our Tap donation point: 
 

   BSB  702 389 
   ACCOUNT 0520 9450 
   NAME   St John the Baptist Reid 
 

Safe Communities of Faith 
St John's places a high priority on ensuring our faith 
community is safe for all who worship and visit 
here.  We follow diocesan guidelines and encourage 
everyone to help promote a safe environment. To   
report any form of child abuse ring 1800 070 511. 
 

Schoolhouse Museum, built in 1845  
Canberra's first school and schoolmaster’s residence 
is open Wednesdays 10 am -12 noon, Saturdays and 
Sundays 2-4 pm.  School and other groups welcome 
Monday to Friday by arrangement.   
Contact: Diana Body 0427 430 158. 
 

Interested in bell ringing? 
Bell ringing is a team activity that stimulates the brain 
and helps keep you fit—and also makes a glorious 
sound! Join our bell ringers on Mondays at 5.30 pm. 
Contact: Charles Body 6241 4948. 
 

Christian Meditation  
“Be still, and know that I am God” (Psalm 46). 
Christian Meditation at St John's, Wednesdays       
5-6 pm in the Robertson Room (during warmer 
months) Contact: Joan Armitage 0421 969 875 or  
Winifred Lamb 0420 380 885.  
 

‘mainly music’ 
Do you have a child under school age who loves to 
sing and dance? St John’s playgroup meets on 
Tuesday mornings during school terms.  
Contact: yp.minister@stjohnscanberra.org 
 

Mums’ Bible Reading Group 
Meets on Thursday mornings from 10-11 am during 
the school term. Infants and toddlers welcome. For 
more info contact Mary de Lautour on 
mary.delautour@gmail.com 
 

Working Bees  
are held in the Church grounds on the first Saturday 
morning of each month from 9.30 am. All helpers 
welcome.  
 

Sunday's Newsletter  
can be downloaded from the parish website, 
www.stjohnscanberra.org, on the preceding Thursday 
afternoon. The deadline for newsletter contributions is 
noon Wednesday. 
 

Toilets & Baby Change Facilities 
including a toilet for those with a disability, are 
available in the Hall foyer. 
 

St Mark’s National Theological Centre Library 
We have a parish membership of the library and 
encourage you to avail yourself of this wonderful 
resource at 15 Blackall Street, Barton.  

mailto:mary.delautour@gmail.com


TRANSFIGURATION SUNDAY  

Scripture Readings 
Exodus 24.12-18; Psalm 2; 

2 Peter 1.16-21; Matthew 17.1-9. 

Celebrants / Officiants 

7 am     Eucharist (BCP)    Canon Paul Black  
8 am       Sung Eucharist    Canon Kevin Stone 
9.30 am    Sunday@9.30    Canon Paul Black  
11.15 am   Sung Mattins (BCP)   Rev’d Vicky Cullen 
6 pm    stjohns@6      Canon Paul Black  

       Morning Tea 
 

Please stay and join us for morning tea following the 8 am and 9.30 am services.  
 
Tea, coffee and light refreshments are served either on the hospitality deck, in the Robertson Room 
or in the Hall, depending on the weather. 
 
If you arrive early for either the 9.30 am or 11.15 am services, please take the opportunity to meet 
others from different services!  

 

kids@church & Youth Group  
Children aged 3 to grade 1:   Wild Honey 

Under 3’s (with a parent) are welcome  
to join us in Wild Honey 

School grades 2 to 5:   Upper Room 
School grades 6 - 12:   Robertson Room 

 

Preachers 
7 am: Canon Paul Black 

8 am, 9.30 am & 11.15 am: Canon Margaret Emil  
6 pm: Dr Ian Dalziell 



FROM THE ASSOCIATE PRIEST 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Election to find a new Rector 

 
The time has come, the Bishop said, to talk of 
many things, of shoes, and ships, and sealing 
wax and …annual general meetings. 
 
Our Annual General Meeting will be held on 29 
March at 11.00 am. I hope you can all attend as 
this is an important event in the life of the parish. 
  
The Anglican way of governance involves lay as 
well as ordained people. Together we are 
responsible for mundane things like gutters and 
roofs (though hopefully not a roof on St John’s 
church for a very long time) as well as important 
things like community and evangelism.  
 
This is what our Rector, Paul, wrote about the 
AGM a few years ago: 
 
”AGMs are important within the life of Anglican 
faith communities. Reports are presented 
concerning the mission and work of our parish 
and the audited annual accounts and the budget 
for the current year (January to December) are 
tabled and explained.  
 
Motions (preferably with notice given) can be 
voted on and questions and recommendations 
can be raised on any matter connected with the 
church.   
 
As parishioners, you are also given the task of 
electing a new leadership team for the coming 
twelve months, i.e. Churchwardens and Parish 
Councillors. Who is missing from our leadership 
team? Who would you encourage to offer their 

skills and abilities in enthusiastic and proactive 
leadership? Is there adequate representation 
from across the parish? Who are the people who 
will provide our faith community with the vision 
and leadership that’s needed for the coming 
twelve months and into the future?” 
 
Nominations open today. This is a particularly 
important year because we will also be voting for 
Synod Representatives and Clergy Appointment 
Board (CAB) members. These positions are for 
three years. 
 
We don’t often think about the CAB because we 
assume (and hope) that the Rector will stay. 
However, we know that’s not happening as Paul 
is going on long service leave in September, prior 
to retirement in early 2021. 
 
The parish CAB members will meet with the 
Archdeacon and diocesan representatives to find 
our new Rector. So, it is a very important ministry 
position for those who are elected.  
 
Can I please encourage you to think about who 
you want to do this important task of finding a 
new Rector? It may be you!  
 
The whole parish will meet in a few months time 
to talk through the new Rector’s appointment, but 
at this time we need to choose who will represent 
us in the search. 
 
Because we may not know other parishioners 
across different services, nominations will close 
on Friday 20 March at 3pm. This will give us 
time to prepare a short spiel from everyone who 
nominates for the CAB so you will get a feel of 
who they are. 
 
Please don’t just think ‘someone else’ will do this 
important role.  
 
Margaret 



requirements Joan Nichols can turn it into relish, 
jam or chutney for the Church Fair. Contact her 
on 0412 967 842 or bring them to church next 
Sunday. 
 

KEEPING A HOLY LENT 
For Lenten activities see the enclosed leaflet or 
go to our website. 
 

Wider Church Events 
 

ST MARK’S COMMENCEMENT LECTURE  
Monday 2 March at 7 pm their annual 
commencement evening lecture which is open to 
students and the public. Dr Bernard Doherty, 
Course Director of the School of Theology, will 
grapple with Christian integrity in our climate of 
'fake news', 'alternative facts' and conspiracy 
theories in a 'post-truth' era. 
 
BUSHIRE FUNDRAISER 
Initiatives for Women in Need (IWiN) is presenting 
a colourful fun evening of multicultural 
performances showcasing ACT’s local talents. 
Saturday 7 March 5-8 pm St John’s Hall. For 
tickets contact Dani 0423 102 510 or 
iwinact@gmail.com 
 
SENIORS WEEK FORUM 
The Public Trustee and Guardian will present two 
forums on the importance of having a current 
valid Will and Enduring Power of Attorney. 
Tuesday 24 March 9.30 am to noon Dickson 
Tradies and Wednesday 25 March 6-8 pm Town 
Centre Vikings, Greenway. A free professionally 
drafted Will will be provided for those over 60. 
Bookings essential ptg_marketing@act.gov.au or 
6207 9800. 
 
EUROPEAN REFORMATIONS STUDY TOUR  
Charles Sturt University School of Theology is 
offering a 2 week study tour in November 2020 to 
students and members of the public. Led by Dr 
Michael Gladwin. Applications close 29 March. 
www.csu.edu.au/csuglobal/short-term-programs/
arts-and-education/theology-europe. 

CUPPACOMALONG 
We welcome you to our first get together for the 
year which will be held tomorrow Monday 
24 February from 2 – 4 pm in the Robertson 
Room. There will be lots to talk about how your 
Christmas and New Year was celebrated and 
also getting to know newcomers. All parishioners 
are invited to have a cuppa with us. Any queries 
please contact Ailsa Curtis on 6247 9363. 
 
CHORAL EVENSONG NEXT SUNDAY 
Please join us next Sunday 1 March at 5 pm for 
our BCP Choral Evensong service, held on the 
first Sunday of each month. 
 
BRASS CLEANING BEE 
We will hold a special brass cleaning bee on 
Saturday 14 March 9 - 11 am in readiness for 
our 175th Anniversary celebration on 15 March.  
It will replace our scheduled pre-Easter working 
bee. 
 
PALM CROSS WORKING BEE 
We have set aside two Tuesdays, 24 and 31 
March 1.30 – 3 pm in the Robertson Room for 
us to make our Palm Crosses.  We hope you can 
come and join us. Your efforts will be rewarded 
following these events with morning or afternoon 
tea. 
 
PARISH AGM 
Our Annual General Meeting of the Parish will be 
on Sunday 29 March at 11 am. An AGM is a bit 
like a company’s AGM. All parishioners are 
welcome to attend the meeting in the Hall. There 
will be no 11.15 am service that day.  
 
Nominations for Churchwardens, Parish 
Councillors, Synod Representatives, Alternate 
Synod Representatives and Clergy Appointment 
Board. Nominations close at 3 pm on Friday 20 
March 2020. 
 
SURPLUS TOMATOES, PLUMS?    
If you have garden produce surplus to your 

PARISH NOTICES 

http://www.csu.edu.au/csuglobal/short-term-programs/arts-and-education/theology-europe
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PARISH NOTICES 

CELEBRATING 175 YEARS  

 

St John’s Church was consecrated by Bishop Broughton, the first Bishop of 
Australia, on 12 March 1845.  
 
 
ORGAN CONCERT 
There will be an organ recital on the Church’s 175th anniversary by 
international organist, David Chynoweth on Thursday 12 March at 6 pm 
performing works by Handel, Bach and Elgar. Cost: $30 adult, $25 
concession, $20 student, under 12 free. Tickets at the door. 
 
 
CHURCH FAMILY SERVICE CELEBRATION 
On Sunday 15 March there will be only one morning “Church Family” service at 10 am to 
celebrate our 175th anniversary. The Governor-General and Mrs Hurley have accepted our 
invitation to attend, along with Bishop Mark Short. 
Refreshments will follow.  
 

AFTERNOON TEA AT 
DUNTROON  
• Saturday 21 March at 
 2.30 pm.  
• Guest Speaker: Graham 
 Downie AM 
• Tours of Duntroon House 
• 120 tickets are available, at $30 each 
• Tickets from the Parish Office. In person (cash or card) or 
 phone (card only). 
• This event will acknowledge the long connection between the 
 Campbell family, the Royal Military College and St John’s. 

 
 
 
BACK TO ST JOHN’S OPEN DAY  
On Saturday 18 April, there will be an 
Open Day as part of the Canberra and 
Region Heritage Festival. More details later. 



managed in Canberra with very few stays or 
trips to hospital required.   
 
Clare explained that the support she 
received from SJC was often exactly what 
she needed to keep going and to help her 
feel that things would get easier in the 
coming months. 
 
Clare just wanted to let us know how her 
family was going. She also brought in some 
donations to give to the Centre so we could 
help others.  
 
Her financial situation is back on track and 
many areas of her life are looking up. 

 

Kind regards, 
Sarah Murdoch  

Executive Officer  

 

Wish list: Tinned meat, shampoo, 
conditioner, sardines and instant mash 

potato. 

 

 

 

The Grace of Giving and Receiving 
 
In the past week we had a lovely lady, Clare 
(not her real name), pop into St John’s Care 
to say thank you. 
 
I remembered Clare from her visits to the 
Centre last year. This year she wanted to 
donate and give SJC an update on where 
‘she was at’.   
 
In early 2019, her son had become very ill. It 
was unexpected and required Clare to make 
many trips to and from Westmead Children’s 
Hospital in Sydney. She is a single mother 
and quickly ran out of paid leave, so she had  
to access leave without pay to look after her 
son. 
 
To make ends meet Clare had to take out a 
loan and was very worried about when and 
how she would be able to pay it off. The 
stress of her son’s illness and the financial 
problem was taking a significant toll on Clare 
when she first walked in to SJC. 
 
Over the next few months Clare would come 
into the Centre to receive assistance with 
food or bills, just to have a cup of tea or a sit 
down and a chat with Steph. Jason would 
often take her sons on a walk or run around 
the church grounds to give Clare a chance 
to breathe and debrief with Steph. 
 
I’m very pleased to report that Clare’s son 
has not needed to go back into hospital 
since August last year. He is well on the 
road to recovery.  His treatment can now be 



WORSHIP THIS WEEK 
 

Tuesday   8.30 am Morning Prayer  

Ash Wednesday  

  8 am  Eucharist with imposition of ashes 
10 am  Eucharist with imposition of ashes 
  5 pm Christian Meditation 
  6 pm Eucharist with imposition of ashes 

Thursday  8.30 am Morning Prayer  

Friday   8.30 am Morning Prayer  
 

The First Sunday in Lent 

1 March 2020 

Genesis 2.15-17, 3.1-7; Psalm 32; 
Romans 5.12-21; Matthew 4.1-11. 

 
7 am     Eucharist (BCP) 
8 am       Sung Eucharist 
9.30 am    Sunday@9.30  
11.15 am   Sung Eucharist (BCP) 
5 pm    Choral Evensong (BCP) 
6 pm    stjohns@6  

Clergy Day Off 

Canon Paul has Mondays off. He is happy to 
be contacted via mobile phone. Please contact 
him on Mondays only if the matter is urgent. 

 
PARISH CONTACTS 

Rector 
Canon Paul Black           0416 159 814 

rector@stjohnscanberra.org 
 

Associate Priests 
Canon Margaret Emil          0417 423 472 
    margaret.emil@stjohnscanberra.org  
 
Canon Kevin Stone          0450 676 864 

kevin.stone@stjohnscanberra.org 
stonesaway@gmail.com 

        
Office Administrator         6248 8399 
Kimberley van Leeuwen   admin@stjohnscanberra.org 
 
Young People’s Ministry Facilitator 
Michael Shaw            0458 618 595 

yp.minister@stjohnscanberra.org 
         
Honorary Priests in the Parish  
The Rev’d Vicky Cullen         6255 3191 

vicky.cullen@outlook.com 
Archdeacon David Hill             d.m.hill@bigpond.net.au 
Canon Geoffrey Sibly              contact parish office 
 
Sacristan 
Margaret Rodgers              0414 736 491 

           
Director of Music  
Sheila Thompson                     6281 3433 (H) 
St John’s Choir        www.stjohnschoir.org  
 
Wardens 
John Lawson           6249 1008 (H) 
Vicky Moseley           6281 0347 (H) 
John Richards              0407 790 767 
 
Parish Council 
Presiding Member: John Richards         0407 790 767                           
 
St John’s Care 
Executive Officer: Sarah Murdoch         6248 7771 (W) 

executive.officer@stjohnscare.org.au 
www.stjohnscare.org.au 

 
Schoolhouse Museum 
President: Diana Body            0427 430 158 

schoolhouse@stjohnscanberra.org 
 
Friends of St John’s 
Chair: Suzanne Howarth 
          friendsofstjohnscanberra@gmail.com  

 

St John’s Anglican 
Church Canberra 

02 6248 8399 
 

Office Hours:  Monday - Friday 
9 am to 3 pm 

 
45 Constitution Avenue, Reid 

GPO Box 219 Canberra ACT 2601 

WHAT’S HAPPENING AT ST JOHN'S? 

Keep up to date with the latest news and what 
is happening at St John’s. Go to our Blog, 
follow us on Facebook or download the Weekly 
Newsletter. Go to www.stjohnscanberra.org. 


