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Theology 101 

 

Many, many moons ago when I started at St Marks, my first subject was Theology 1. In the very first 

lecture we were asked to choose a tutorial subject to lead. Following the fray there were a few left 

and I said, ‘well, I’m happy to take Trinity’. The lecturer, Graeme Garrett, said, ‘you’re brave’. That 

was when I realised that maybe this degree was to be a little more complicated than I first thought! 

Trinity is my favourite day in the whole church year. More favourite even than Christmas and Easter, 

though in a different way. 

Because this Sunday is the day when we say, oh yes, we understand you Jesus, this is who God is! 

As Bishop Tom Wright says so well,  

Trinity Sunday is the day when we stand back from the extraordinary sequence of events that 

we’ve been celebrating for the previous five months—Advent, Christmas, Epiphany, Lent, 

Good Friday, Easter, Ascension, Pentecost—and when we rub the sleep from our eyes and 

discover what the word ‘god’ might actually mean.  These events function as a sequence of 

well-aimed hammer-blows which knock at the clay jars of the gods we want, the gods who 

reinforce our own pride or prejudice, until they fall away and reveal instead a very different 

god, a dangerous god, a subversive god, a god who comes to us like a blind beggar with 

wounds in his hands, a god who comes to us in wind and fire, in bread and wine, in flesh and 

blood: a god who says to us, ‘You did not choose me; I chose you.’ 

You did not choose me, I chose you. 

And the readings this week reinforce this. They are not long arguments about how things happen 

(though you may want to argue with me about the Genesis reading), they are statements of faith by 

people who have come to know the nature of God precisely because he did choose them, and as they 

came to know God, they came to understand him. 

Traditionally a deacon will be asked to preach on Trinity. I think there is something serendipitous that 

our Rector Paul, on his last Trinity Sunday before retirement, is preaching. 

Holy God, one in three, three in one, bless you all this day, 

Canon Margaret 



 

News and Resources 
 

Because of COVID-19 our St John’s community is connecting with one other via YouTube, Website, 
Facebook, Weekly Newsletter, email, phone, Zoom (a video conferencing platform), etc. Even though 
we can’t worship in our church building and gather together at this time, you can still be a part of our 
St John’s community.  
  

• Sunday, June 7 – join us via YouTube in your lounge room or study for worship, including a 
sermon titled ‘The Trinitarian nature of God’, by Canon Paul Black. Our stjohns@6 Music 
Leader Monish Gunalan will put together some favourite hymns and music.  
 

• Sunday, June 7 – 10.30 am to 11 am – Morning Tea online – Are you missing seeing familiar 
faces? Make a cuppa, raid the fridge and jump onto Zoom to catch up with your church 
family – just like old times after church but different! See, hear and interact with others. 
The Zoom link will appear on the home page of our website www.stjohnscanberra.org  from 
10.30am.  

 

• Sunday, June 7 – Michael Shaw will run a kids@church session at 9.00 am. Email 
yp.minister@stjohnscanberra.org for a link. 

 

• Sunday, June 7 – Youth Group (Grades 6 to 12) will meet via Zoom at 10.00 am. Email 
Michael yp.minister@stjohnscanberra.org  for a link 
 

• Join us for Morning Prayer at 9 am Tuesday to Saturday via Zoom. We use ‘A Prayer Book 
for Australia’ and the NRSV Bible. The link is on the home page of our website. 

 

• Be nourished by the Anglican Daily Offices (Morning Prayer, Evening Prayer and Prayer at 
the End of the Day) on your smart phone or tablet. Download the ‘epray daily’ app free 
from your app store and email Paul for the access code.  

 

• Online meditation – on Wednesday afternoons people have gathered for Christian 
Meditation at St John’s for many years. Joan Armitage, through the World Community for 
Christian Meditation, has organised a St John’s online group which meets on Wednesdays at 
5 pm. Email Joan at jarmitage@grapevine.com.au  for the link.  

 

• A group of parishioners are sharing conversation and fellowship over dinner every Thursday 
evening at 6.00 pm via Zoom. Email Margaret on margaret.emil@stjohnscanberra.org to be 
included in the dinner party.  

 

• Need Pastoral Care? We recognise that we all need a helping hand at times. Even though 
the office is closed, please remember that Paul, Margaret, Kevin and Vicky are available to 
be of assistance to you in any way they can. They can be reached on their mobile phones. 
The best and most used resource is each other – friends and other members of our church 
community. Parishioners are actively encouraged to pastorally care for one another.  

 

• St John’s Care, which is open, is our main focus for providing support to those in need in the 
wider community.  

 

• We give thanks to all those who have reviewed their giving or who have commenced online 
giving. Our bank transfer details are: BSB Number: 702.389; Account Number: 05209450 
Account Name: St John the Baptist Reid. Cheques can still be posted to GPO Box 219, 
Canberra 2601.  
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What to expect when worship resumes in Canberra’s Recovery Plan Stage 3 
 

• Because of cleaning and disinfectant requirements before and after each service 
we will only be able to offer 3 services a week in the St John’s Hall. 

• Sunday 9.30 am in conjunction with Youth Group fortnightly and kids@church the 
alternate fortnight. 

• Sunday 6 pm (one service per month will be 1662 Evensong). 

• Wednesday 10 am 1662 Prayer Book with sermon. 

• Because of physical distancing and space requirements only 62 people can be in 
the hall at one time.  

• Offering 3 services per week means that 180 people will be able to attend worship. 

• Initially we will only be able to offer Services of the Word (not Eucharistic).  

• There will be no community singing or congregational responses other than those 
leading worship. 

• When people arrive worshippers will wait in a line at least 1.5 metres apart if there 
is a queue to get in.  

• On entry, all worshippers will be asked if they have experienced any COVID-19 or 
flu like symptoms.  

• They will need to complete an attendee register and use hand sanitation.  
• A seating plan will be established.  
• No prayer books and hymn books will be used. A printed sheet will be provided. 
• People will need to practice social distancing at a minimum of 1.5 metres at all 

times.  
• There will be no physical greetings or exchanges such us handshakes or hugs, 

including sharing of the Peace.  
• There will be no social gatherings after services. 
• Before and after services volunteers will be needed to clean and disinfect chairs, 

touch points and toilets. 
• All services will be recorded and placed on YouTube for those unable to attend. 

 
Parish Council will be asked to approve a COVID-19 Policy  

and a Cleaning and Disinfectant Policy  
at their next meeting on Wednesday 17 June. 
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Giving to the mission of God’s church 
What a privilege it is to share in God’s mission to the world. During the week we forwarded 
$15,000 from the parish's General Account to support the following projects: 
Newton Theological College, PNG - $5,000 
Wontuip-Bi-Buya College in Cairns which equips Aboriginal and Torres Straight Islander people $3,000 
CMS missionaries Nathan and Maki Clapham in Japan $5,500 
Bush Church Aid which supports people living in sparsely populated areas in Australia $1,500. 
 
Despite Covid-19 effecting the parish’s income were able to make this commitment to our mission 
partners because of the continued generosity of our parishioners.  
 
Working Bee this Saturday 
Our monthly working bees are resuming. They are held on the first Saturday of the month from  
9.30 a.m. They are a good opportunity for parishioners to meet up again in these COVID-19 times. 
The main jobs are tidying graves and raking. When you arrive you will be asked if you are feeling 
unwell or have any COVID symptoms. There will be no morning tea and your attendance will be 
recorded. See you on Saturday! 
 
End of Year Tax Donation 
For over 175 years St John’s parishioners and others have had the privilege of preserving the fabric 
and furnishings of the heritage St John’s church for future generations. We invite you to help 
preserve St John's church for future generations by supporting the tax-deductible National Trust -  
St John's Church Heritage Conservation Fund Appeal.  
 
To make a donation: 
 

• Go to the parish’s website – Click on the  ‘DONATE ONLINE HERE NOW’ button, then choose 
the amount you wish to donate. Your tax-deductible receipt will be sent immediately to your 
email address. 



• Electronic funds transfer to the Heritage Fund’s AIDF bank account: BSB: 702 389  
Account number: 05202626 then email admin@stjohnscanberra.org so we can send you a 
tax-deductible receipt. 

• Post a cheque payable to the National Trust-St John’s Church Heritage Conservation Appeal 
Fund to GPO Box 219, Canberra, 2601. 

 
The Fund is administered by honorary trustees and no funds can be spent on the normal running 
costs of the parish. 
 
Church open 
St John’s Church is now open for private prayer and reflection. Please use the hand sanitiser as you 
enter.  
 
St John’s Care Winter Appeal 
There are many people in our community who may never have needed help before this pandemic but 
now they do. Please consider giving to the St John’s Care Winter Appeal so that the Centre can help 
people feel safe and cared for and feel positive that their lives will improve. To donate ring SJC on 
62487771 with the your credit card details or make an online donation via their website 
www.stjohnscare.org.au. 

 

 
 
 
 

 
Where do the homeless sleep this winter? 

 
As we all know, winter is here. Because it’s so cold I often feel guilty for having a warm place to sleep, 
while so many people are sleeping rough. As you may have read and seen in the media, people 
became homeless for so many reasons.  
 
I have a real concern for the homeless in the ACT. I wonder how they are going to cope in the cold 
and wet this winter. With COVID-19, so many organisations and places are suspended that would 
normally support some of the most vulnerable people.  
 
A few years ago, many rough sleepers used to sleep in the car parks around the city. Not an ideal 
situation, but apparently you could usually find a quiet spot, tucked in under one of the up or down 
ramps. The concrete was cold, but a few old cartons could protect you a bit and there was some 
protection from the wind. At least frost did not settle on you. 
 
The most common complaint I hear today is that these sites are no longer available. Security has 
increased, so unfortunately the homeless are usually unceremoniously moved on. So where are they 
going to sleep this winter?  
 
Yesterday we had a client come to St John’s Care, who we will call Simon (not his real name). He was 
so cold that he could not talk. I offered him a takeaway coffee and a blanket to help warm him up 
while he sat in the sun.  
 
Simon and I spoke about why he came into the Centre. He told me that he has been sleeping on the 
street for 5 months now. He lost his home in the fires. He has not found a job and has found it hard 
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as he can’t shower every day and doesn’t sleep at night. I asked about Centrelink and he told me that 
he does not have any documentation to show who he is.  
 
He then mentioned that another homeless person had stolen his tent and sleeping bag while he was 
getting some food two weeks ago.  
 
While a volunteer was getting him some food, a swag (lucky last), a sleeping bag and some warm 
clothes, we discussed who might be able to support him. I suggested that we contact Street Law and 
Onelink to see if they were able to assist.  
 
After our conversation, Simon left feeling warmer and happier knowing that someone was there to 
help him when he needed it most. He said that he finds it hard to ask for help but he couldn’t sleep 
another night without something warm. He was so grateful for all the support we gave him. 
 
Kind regards, 
 
Jason Haines 
Programs and Fundraising Manager  
Community Worker SJC 
 
Items required: Large tinned fish, full cream long life milk and Vegemite  

 
><><><><><><><><><>< 

 
Parish Contacts 

 
Canon Paul Black, Rector 

0416 159 814   rector@stjohnscanberra.org 

Canon Margaret Emil, Associate Priest  

0417 423 472   margaret.emil@stjohnscanberra.org 

Canon Kevin Stone, Associate Priest  

0450 676 864   kevin.stone@stjohnscanberra.org 

The Reverend Vicky Cullen, Honorary Priest    

   0476 777 203   vicky.cullen@outlook.com 

Kimberley van Leeuwen (working from home) 

       admin@stjohnscanberra.org 
 
The Parish Office is closed. Voice messages can be left and will be answered intermittently.  
Website: www.stjohnscanberra.org            Facebook: www.facebook.com/stjohnscanberra 
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